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OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH — TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]: Last weekend Our Lady of Mercy parish in Girrawheen 
celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. The diverse and lively parish is the third largest in the archdiocese of 
Perth. Celebrations included a dinner for volunteers, a concelebrated mass with His Grace Archbishop Barry 
Hickey and a lunch for parishioners. These would not have been possible without the leadership, enthusiasm and 
drive of Father Tony Vallis and the hard work and support of many parishioners, including Suzanne Smith, 
Cordelia McDermott, Roma Adrianz, Yvonne Aung Than, Mary Anne Southwell, Lyn Oliver, Rosalee Culmsee, 
Barbara Russell, Monica Ballard, Valerie Chater, Cheryl Welsh, Julie Moore, Fiona Watts, Helen Allmark, 
Wilma Rowlands, Sabby Castelli and Mary-Jo Gomez Jackson.  

They say that from little things big things grow, and that is certainly the case with Our Lady of Mercy parish. In 
its early days people would celebrate mass in the hall of the local primary school, but with growing numbers of 
migrants from all parts of Asia and Europe settling and setting up home, the hall was usually overcrowded, and 
major events like confirmations, Christmas and Holy Week services had to be celebrated outdoors for want of 
adequate space in the hall. 

The first parish priest, Father Tom Gaine, built the church in 1984 and it was opened in September 1985. 
Succeeding Father Tom Gaine were Father Oliver Ryan and Father Tony Vallis. Each has brought a strong 
spirituality and selfless dedication to the community, presiding over innumerable Holy Week and Christmas 
celebrations, feast days, baptisms, confirmations, marriages and funerals. All parishioners look forward with 
enthusiasm to continuing their faith journey in these premises for many years to come. 
 


